










You work in the scalehouse.  
A full garbage truck arrives weighing 26 tons.  

It dumps its garbage and weighs out at 20 tons.  
How much do you charge?

26 tons (full weight) - 20 tons (empty weight) =  
6 tons of garbage 

6 tons x $37.50 tipping fee = $225
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n   The hand unload area is  
used to safely unload trash  
from smaller vehicles. 

n   The trash is sorted for recycling 
or disposal.

n   Bulky items such as mattresses 
that can clog the Waste to-
Energy (WTE) equipment are 
sent to the landfill. 

n   Tires are sent to the WTE Facility 
to capture the high BTU-value.

n    The inspection (“Hot Pad”) 
area is used to: 

1.  Inspect vehicles randomly  
or if a vehicle triggers the  
radiation alarm.

2.  Search for items  
that were thrown  
away by mistake (such as a  
passport). The fee is $100. 

 3.  Extinguish fires in garbage 
trucks. The truck driver dumps 
the load, a bulldozer spreads 
out the burning garbage, and  
workers use hoses to put out 
the fire (see below):

Residents delivering garbage to 
the landfill are directed to the  
hand unload area.

?n    What items might  
be thrown in the  
trash that could  
cause a fire?
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n    The scalehouse weighs each 
truck coming in and going 
out to calculate the amount of 
waste they have delivered.

n    Since 1988, Pinellas County  
has charged a tipping fee of 
$37.50 per ton of waste. 

n     Staff at the scalehouse work 
with inspectors to direct  
customers and keep out  
prohibited materials. Some 
prohibited waste items (such as  
electronics) are redirected to 
HEC3, while others (such as 
hospital waste) may be directed 
to another facility.  

I weigh

how much?

The yellow post (indicated by 
the arrow) at the entrance to 
each scale can detect radiation. 

An average of 1000  
vehicles are  
weighed at the  
scalehouse  
every day!
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Steel can be recovered from 
the WTE ash after the tires 
are burned (4 pounds  
per tire on average).






















